Regular City Council Meeting 08-17-2026

The Paullina City Council met in regular session on Monday, August 17th, 2026, at 5:30 pm in the Council Chambers, City Hall, 127 South Main St, Paullina, Iowa. Mayor Marlin Sjaarda called the meeting to order. Roll call was taken. Council Members present: Dennis Werkmeister, John Funkhouser, Jean Unrau, Nichole Jacobs and Roxy Pottebaum. Staff present: Superintendent of Utilities Kelly Top, City Clerk Michelle Wilson, Fire Chief Brytton Kelleher and Police Chief Luke Hughes. Press: Iowa Information.
Clerk Wilson removed item #9 from the agenda.
Motion by Werkmeister, second by Unrau to approve the agenda. All ayes. Motion carried.
Public Forum: None
City Announcements: Clerk Wilson reminded residents that new electric rates will appear on their next utility bill.
Motion by Funkhouser, second by Werkmeister to approve the Consent Agenda: approve minutes from 08-03-2026 Regular City Council Meeting, approve claims, approve revenues, receive July Financials, receive the Outstanding Debt Report, approve moving the next council meeting to Tuesday, September 8th due to the Labor Day holiday, and approving new Paullina Volunteer Fire Department applicant. All ayes. Motion carried.
Mayor Sjaarda opened the Public Hearing for FY-27 Budget Amendment at 5:32 pm. No questions or public comments were received. 
Motion by Unrau, second by Jacobs to close the Public Hearing at 5:33pm. Roll call vote taken. All ayes. Motion carried.
Motion by Funkhouser, second by Pottebaum to approve Resolution No. 2026-42 Adopting the FY-27 Budget Amendment. Roll call vote taken. All ayes. Motion carried.
Mayor Sjaarda opened the Public Hearing for proposed new water rates at 5:34 pm. No questions or public comments were received.
Motion by Jacobs, second by Werkmeister to close the Public Hearing at 5:35 pm. Roll call vote taken. All ayes. Motion carried. 
Motion by Unrau, second by Pottebaum to approve Resolution No. 2026-43 to amend ordinance pertaining to water rates. Roll call vote taken. All ayes. Motion carried. Mayor Sjaarda stated that this action serves as the first reading. The Council does not wish to waive the second and third readings.
Motion by Unrau, second by Jacobs to approve a Resolution No. 2026-44 Setting Notice of Time and Place of Public Hearing on Proposed Acceptance of Real Estate by Gift from First Cooperative Association d/b/a AgState. Public Hearing will be held on the 8th day of September 2026, at 5:30 pm. at City Hall, 127 South Main St, Paullina, IA.  Roll call vote taken. All ayes. Motion carried.
Motion by Funkhouser, second by Jacobs to approve Brian Feltman as Airport Zoning Administrator. All ayes. Motion carried.
Motion by Jacobs, second by Werkmeister to approve Mike Hohbach and Scott Louscher as members of the Airport Board of Adjustment for two and four-year terms respectively. All ayes. Motion carried.
Motion by Unrau, second by Pottebaum to approve a line of credit through Murphy Tractor and Supply. All ayes. Motion carried.
Superintendent Top updated the Council on ongoing projects, including electrical and sewer work. Two cameras have been installed at the tree dump, and a new sign has been ordered. Painting of the reservoir is also scheduled to begin soon. Top also reported on an incident behind the library involving an underground electrical fault. He explained that the wiring, installed prior to his employment, likely had a small nick that worsened over time, exposing the wires. Repairs have since been completed, and the electricity supply is now improved.
Committee Reports: Werkmeister reported to the Council that the city has received one bid on the property at 105 N Main St. Werkmeister stated that the City Attorney has been working on the necessary paperwork to facilitate the sale.
Police Chief Hughes reported that Officer Lewis has an upcoming physical fitness test for the Police Academy. He also noted that the new police truck will receive its decals on Wednesday. Hughes informed the Council that the department received a donation of two body cameras, but their software is incompatible with the current system. Updating the software would cost $8,000.
Fire Chief Kelleher reported that the department is still busy fundraising and still selling trip vouchers.
Council member and Library Board member Funkhouser reported that the Library Director is moving and will be resigning.
Motion by Funkhouser, second my Pottebaum to adjourn at 5:56 pm. All ayes. Motion carried.



						  		______________________________
								Marlin Sjaarda, Mayor
ATTEST:_________________________________

Michelle Wilson, City Clerk
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