Regular City Council Meeting 04-20-2026

The Paullina City Council met in regular session on Monday, April 20th, 2026, at 5:30 pm in the Council Chambers, City Hall, 127 South Main St, Paullina, Iowa. Mayor Marlin Sjaarda called the meeting to order. Roll call was taken. Council Members present: Dennis Werkmeister, John Funkhouser, Jean Unrau, Nichole Jacobs and Roxy Pottebaum. Staff present: Superintendent of Utilities Kelly Top, City Clerk Michelle Wilson, and Fire Chief Brytton Kelleher. Guests: Steve Hartong and Lucas Burmakow. Press: Iowa Information.
Motion by Unrau, second by Pottebaum to approve the agenda. All ayes. Motion carried.
City Announcements; Clerk Wilson reminded residents of the Spring Clean-Up date of May 11th and the household hazardous materials drop off date of May 13th from 1-3 pm in front of City Hall.
Motion by Jacobs, second by Unrau to approve the Consent Agenda: Approve minutes from 04-06-2026 Regular City Council Meeting, approve claims/revenues and receive March Financials. All ayes. Motion carried.
Clerk Wilson informed the Council that the new Police Officer will be taking the MMPI, P.O.S.T. Test and PT test on Friday, April 24th. 
Clerk Wilson addressed the Council regarding reviewing the current downtown commercial ordinance to consider allow residential dwellings in the rear and upper levels of commercial buildings. Wilson will contact the Board of Adjustments to initiate consideration of a zoning/ordinance change.
The Employee Committee addressed the Council regarding the hiring of part-time summer help. They interviewed four applicants and noted all applicants interviewed. Motion by Unrau, second by Pottebaum to approve Resolution No. 2026-21 for the hiring of Camryn Strubbe as a part-time summer laborer at $17.00 per hour, averaging 25-30 hours per week. Roll call vote was taken. All ayes. Motion carried.
Council member Werkmeister, also a member of the Finance and Economic Development Committee, addressed the Council regarding the sale of the old bank building at 105 N Main St. Werkmeister informed the Council that, following discussions with the DNR, the City of Paullina will not need to remediate asbestos before selling the building. To ensure transparency, both the asbestos report and the building inspection have been made available to interested parties. Werkmeister also presented two selling options: setting a fixed price for the property or soliciting bids. Committee member Funkhouser stated that the Council needs to submit its recommendations for the terms of sale to the City by April 23rd. Werkmeister explained that these terms were derived from information in the inspection report. The Committee plans to present recommended sale terms to the Council at its May 4th meeting for a decision in order to proceed and involve legal counsel, who will prepare a bid packet and address any other legal requirements. Locating the abstract is another task that needs to be completed.
Reports: Superintendent of Utilities, Top, reported that electrical work on N Main Street is complete, with only cleanup remaining. He informed the Council that the mud vac purchase has been canceled and that the 2003 Chevrolet pickup, having reached its mechanical limits, requires replacement. The funds saved from not purchasing the mud vac could be allocated towards this replacement. Options such as a side-by-side vehicle or an older pickup were discussed, and Top will gather more information to present at a future Council meeting. Top also reported finding numerous buckets of bin bolts at the newly acquired Maple Street property, which a local bin company plans to inspect for potential use. Mayor Sjaarda inquired about the progress of the electrical project on Bertha Street, and Top confirmed it is the next project scheduled.
Werkmeister inquired about bids submitted and the submission deadline for the Maple St property. Wilson replied that the City had received one bid, with the deadline set for May 29th at 4:30 pm.
Clerk Wilson updated the Council on a current nuisance property case scheduled for court on May 4th. Wilson also received a report of cats accessing the City-owned property at 412 S Maple through a hole in the roof. Top stated he would patch the hole after ensuring no cats remained inside.
Council member Unrau reported receiving additional complaints about the can cage, specifically regarding the mess created when it's full and cans blow all over. Unrau emphasized that this situation is unacceptable and suggested potentially moving the cage elsewhere. Separately, Jacobs stated she received an email from the Music Boosters, who plan to hold a meeting soon to recruit more members. Jacobs noted that increased membership could potentially help manage the can cage more efficiently.
Fire Chief Kelleher reported that the fire department has been conducting controlled burns of CRP land for local farmers, a service greatly appreciated. Kelleher also announced that the Fire Department will host its Memorial Day Pancake Breakfast from 8:00 am to 1:00 pm. Jacobs added that Food Truck Monday will not take place on Memorial Day.

Motion by Funkhouser to adjourn at 6:07 pm. All ayes. Motion carried.

								______________________________
								Marlin Sjaarda, Mayor
ATTEST:
___________________________________
Michelle Wilson, City Clerk
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