Regular City Council Meeting 07-06-2026

The Paullina City Council met in regular session on Monday, July 6th, 2026, at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers, City Hall, 127 South Main St, Paullina, Iowa. Mayor Marlin Sjaarda called the meeting to order. Roll call was taken. Council Members present: Dennis Werkmeister, John Funkhouser, Jean Unrau, Nicole Jacobs, and Roxy Pottebaum. Staff present: Superintendent of Utilities Kelly Top, Deputy Clerk Steve Heeren, Fire Department Lucas Burmakow, Library Nicole Palmer, and Police Chief Luke Huges. 
Motion by Unrau, seconded by Pottebaum, to approve the agenda. All ayes. Motion carried. 
Public Forum: None
City announcements: Pottebaum provided information about the ice cream coupons to be awarded by the police department to kids caught being safe. Pottebaum also suggested that if anyone would like to donate, donations can be dropped off at City Hall. 
Motion to approve the consent agenda by Werkmeister, seconded by Jacobs. All ayes. Motion carried.
Marcus Faust presented information about liability and property insurance. Marcus recommended the city consider increasing the amount of umbrella insurance and uninsured/underinsured coverages. The increase in renewal premium of current coverage was mainly due to increases in property values and liability. Motion to approve the renewal of EMC insurance policy current coverage by Unrau, seconded by Funkhouser. Motion carried, all ayes. An increase in the amount of umbrella insurance and uninsured/underinsured coverage will be considered and discussed at the next council meeting.
Motion was made by Jacobs, seconded by Unrau, to approve Resolution No. 2026-?? to close S Mickley St. Tuesday, July 8 from E Broadway ½ block south towards E Groesbeck for the Library’s Heroes Celebration from 3:30 pm to 6:30 pm. Roll call vote was taken. All ayes. Motion carried.
Motion was made by Pottebaum, seconded by Jacobs, to approve Resolution No. 2026-?? authorizing wages for City employees for FY-27. Roll call vote was taken. All ayes. Motion carried.
There was discussion on the plans for the 412 S Maple St property. There were two bids to demolish the house and remove the foundation. ND Millwerk will look to see if there would be some salvage options. Pottebaum was going to call Brad Puhrmann for a quote.
The Mayor gave an update on the airport regarding the MidAmerican Energy wind turbine repowering project, which does not comply with the Paullina airport ordinance. An Airport Board of Adjustment (ABOA) needs to be established consisting of 5 members - two members appointed by the county, two members appointed by the City, and one additional member appointed by the other four members. The hope is to have this ABOA established no later than the end of August. A Zoning Administrator for the airport also needs to be appointed. In addition to this ABOA, the City is also looking for five people for the City’s Planning & Zoning Commission.
Superintendent Top reported on the Gemboree, starting electric work on Bertha St., and curb painting will start.
Mayor Sjaarda thanked the Gemboree Committee, the Chamber, the sponsors, and all the people who came out to enjoy the Gemboree celebration. He also encouraged people to contact the Gemboree Committee if they would be willing to help out next year. The council commented that the bank building bid packets are available. There was a question about whether the mosquito spraying was being effective. Status of the City ordinance update was discussed and will be reviewed. The police department presented the monthly report. The new police officer is doing well. The new police vehicle is being outfitted. The fire department reported that the Gemboree celebration was successful. The Fire Department golf tournament fundraiser will be held on August 1. Additional Gemboree events were discussed.
Motion by Funkhouser, seconded by Werkmeister to adjourn; motion carried, all ayes.
Meeting adjourned at 6:24 PM 
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