
Paullina City Council Minutes 12/01/2025

The Paullina City Council met in regular session on Monday, December 1st, 2025, at 5:30 pm in the Council Chambers, City Hall, 127 South Main St, Paullina, Iowa. Mayor Marlin Sjaarda called the meeting to order. Roll Call was taken. Council Members present: Dennis Werkmeister, John Funkhouser, Jean Unrau, Nichole Jacobs, and Carol Honkomp. Staff present: Superintendent of Utilities Kelly Top, City Clerk Michelle Wilson, Police Chief Luke Hughes, Fire Chief Brytton Kelleher. Guests: Steve Heeren. Press: Iowa Information and Marcus News.
Motion by Werkmeister, second by Funkhouser to approve the agenda. All ayes. Motion carried.
City Announcements: Clerk Wilson reminded everyone of Hometown Christmas this Saturday December 6th and of the Meet and Greet for new Police Chief Luke Hughes scheduled on December 3rd from 5:00 pm to 6:30 pm. 
Motion by Jacobs, second by Unrau to approve the Consent Agenda: Approve minutes from 11/17/2025 Regular City Council meeting, approve claims, receive October Financials and approve September Financials. All ayes. Motion carried.
Police Chief, Luke Hughes, updated the Council on the Police Department. Hughes stated that he has been taking inventory and making note of any upgrades that are needed. Hughes has also been to the schools, meeting contacts and becoming familiar with the facilities. Hughes presented candidates to hire as part-time/reserve officers. Motion by Jacobs, second by Honkomp to approve Resolution to hire Timothy Rohrbaugh as part-time Police Officer starting at $35.00 per hour plus IPERS for the City of Paullina. Roll call vote taken. All ayes. Motion carried.
Motion by Unrau, second by Honkomp to approve Resolution to hire Thomas Nelson as part-time Reserve Police Officer starting at $30 per hour plus IPERS. Roll call vote taken. Four ayes, Jacobs abstained due to Nelson being Jacobs’ relative. Motion carried.
Motion by Honkomp, second by Unrau to approve standing Resolution for street closures for Hometown Christmas Lighted Parade. Railroad St from N Main St to N Mickley St, N Mickley St from Railroad St to E Broadway St, and E Broadway St to Rutledge St. Roll call vote taken. All ayes. Motion carried.
Clerk Wilson presented the Council with FY-25 Annual Financial Report.
Motion by Werkmeister, second by Funkhouser to approve health insurance renewal. All ayes. Motion carried.
Budget workshops were scheduled for December 23rd at 5:30, January 14th at 5:30 and January 26th at 5:30. Wilson requested that individual departments have their budgets drafted and turned in by January 5th.
Staff Reports: Top reported that electric on N Main is still in progress, Christmas lights will be up this week and time was spent on snow removal. Committee Reports: Utilities and Streets Committee will meet soon. Fire Chief Kelleher informed Council that the Fire Department will be having a Chili Feed on this Saturday, December 6th, from 5:00-7:00 pm.
Motion by Funkhouser, second by Unrau to adjourn at 5:58 pm. All ayes. Motion carried.




  
							________________________________________
							Marlin Sjaarda, Mayor
Attest
_____________________________
Michelle Wilson, City Clerk
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