
Paullina City Council Minutes 11/17/2025

The Paullina City Council met in regular session on Monday, November 17th, 2025, at 5:30 pm in the Council Chambers, City Hall, 127 South Main St, Paullina, Iowa. Mayor Marlin Sjaarda called the meeting to order. Roll Call was taken. Council Members present: Dennis Werkmeister, John Funkhouser, Jean Unrau, Nichole Jacobs, and Carol Honkomp. Staff present: Superintendent of Utilities Kelly Top, City Clerk Michelle Wilson and Police Chief Luke Hughes. Guests: KT Lange, Laura Simm, Roxanne Pottebaum, Kent Faust and Marcus Faust. Press: Iowa Information and Marcus News.
Motion by Honkomp, second by Unrau to approve the agenda. All ayes. Motion carried.
City Announcements: Clerk Wilson informed Council of the Meet and Greet for new Police Chief Luke Hughes scheduled on December 3rd from 5:00 pm to 6:30 pm. A reminder to residents to clean up after your pets while taking them out on walks. The City has received complaints of dogs being allowed to defecate in other people’s yards.
Consent Agenda: Werkmeister requested that item b-iii, Street Finance Report, be removed from the consent agenda. Other items: approve minutes from the November 3rd City Council Meeting, approve claims, receive September financials, and approve Jared Johnson as a new Ambulance member for the City of Paullina. Motion by Funkhouser, second by Jacobs to approve Consent Agenda. All ayes. Motion carried.
Questions on the Consent Agenda item b-iii, Street Finance Report, were answered. No action needed.
KT Lange from Broadway Marketplace addressed the Council on plans for Hometown Christmas December 6, 2025. Family events will be from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm including a train donated by Sickelka Tree Farm, hay rack rides donated by Magnussen’s and a trick horse presentation donated by Denise Steffen. Lange requested the use of the city property known as the Pocket Park for the horse to perform. Motion by Unrau, second by Honkomp to approve the use of the Pocket Park December 6, 2025. All ayes. Motion carried. Lange also requested that Broadway St from Mickley to Main St be closed from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. Motion by Unrau, second by Jacobs to approve Resolution to close Broadway St from Mickley to Main St. Roll call vote taken. All ayes. Motion carried.
Kent Faust from South O’Brien Insurance presented the Council with the health insurance renewal that will be effective January 1st, 2026. Council will address the renewal at a later council meeting.
Motion by Unrau, second by Honkomp to approve Resolution appointing Luke Hughes to the position of Police Chief for the City of Paullina. Roll call vote taken. All ayes. Motion carried.
Mayor Sjaarda swore in Luke Hughes as Chief of Police.
Motion by Honkomp, second by Jacobs to approve the Annual Urban Renewal Report for year ending June 30, 2025. Roll call vote taken. All ayes. Motion carried.
Clerk Wilson supplied the Council with additional information on mass texting service. After speaking with other area Clerk’s, Wilson learned that getting people to sign up and use such services can be difficult. Since Tyler Tech requires no contract or start-up costs, they may be a better option. Motion by Werkmeister, second by Funkhouser to approve Resolution approving Tyler Tech as the City of Paullina’s texting service. Roll call vote taken. All ayes. Motion carried.
Reports: Clerk Wilson informed Council that she attended a Budget Workshop gaining some useful knowledge. Mayor Sjaarda thanked all the voters who came out to vote.
A moment of silence was taken to honor the students from Remsen St Mary’s School that were involved in a bus accident.
Werkmeister, a member of the Finance and Economic Development Committee, informed the Council that there is a party interested in the old Iowa State Bank building. More information will be provided at a later date.
Motion by Jacobs, second by Funkhouser to adjourn at 6:13 pm. All ayes. Motion carried.


  
							________________________________________
							Marlin Sjaarda, Mayor
Attest
_____________________________
Michelle Wilson, City Clerk
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