
Paullina City Council Minutes 11/03/2025

The Paullina City Council met in regular session on Monday, November 3rd, 2025, at 5:30 pm in the Council Chambers, City Hall, 127 South Main St, Paullina, Iowa. Mayor Marlin Sjaarda called the meeting to order. Roll Call was taken. Council Members present: Dennis Werkmeister, John Funkhouser, Jean Unrau, Nichole Jacobs, and Carol Honkomp. Staff present: Superintendent of Utilities Kelly Top, Deputy Clerk Steve Heeren and Police Chief Luke Hughes. Press: Iowa Information and Marcus News.
Due to City Clerk Wilson being absent, Consent Agenda Item 6,b,ii Receive September Financials was removed.
Motion by Jacobs, second by Unrau to approve the agenda. All ayes. Motion carried.
Public Forum: None
City Announcements: Deputy Clerk Heeren informed residents of leaf pick up the second Friday of the month. Leaves need to be in clear bags and placed by the curb for pick-up. Winter parking is in effect 3am-6am from 11/1/25-3/31/26.
The Mayor and City Council welcomed new Police Chief Luke Hughes.
Motion by Werkmeister, second by Honkomp to approve the Consent Agenda with the removal of item 6,b,ii, and also noting an error in the minutes from 10/20/2025 - Library Director was not present at that meeting and the library report was given by Library Board member John Funkhouser. All ayes. Motion carried.
Jill Rausch presented the Council with the Property Contract from AgState for the donation of the land to the city for continuation of the bike path. The property would start north from the end of Clark St, then east across Maple St to connect with the city property. There will be a permanent easement with AgState to Wood St. Motion by Jacobs, second by Honkomp to approve Resolution approving the contract for the land transfer from AgState to the City of Paullina. Roll call vote taken. All ayes. Motion carried.
Superintendent of Utilities Top presented council with the DNR Municipal Water Supply Survey. Top explained how water system 7139032 had no deficiencies. 
Deputy Clerk Heeren reviewed two options for texting service. Heeren reviewed the costs and features of each of the two services. There were concerns on how individuals without cell phones would receive city notifications. Additional information will be gathered and a decision will be made at a later Council meeting. 
Mayor Sjaarda mentioned National First Responders Day and thanked Fire, EMS, Police and 911 dispatch personnel for their service. Werkmeister reported that the Utilities and Street Committee along with Superintendent of Utilities Top met to discuss the current state of the city’s electrical system. The committee would like to hire DGR to engineer the needs of the city’s system and task them with coming up with a 5/10-year plan for the City of Paullina. Werkmeister also informed the Council of a meeting scheduled on November 19th at 1:00 pm in the Laue Room put tother by a representative from MRES. This meeting will consist of individuals representing Remsen, Primghar and Paullina to come up with a mutual aid plan in cases of emergencies along with larger projects. 
The topic of potentially purchasing a boring machine was brought up to Council. We currently use one owned by TCA.
Motion by Funkhouser, second by Unrau to adjourn at 6:32 pm. All ayes. Motion carried.






							________________________________________
							Marlin Sjaarda, Mayor
Attest
_____________________________
Michelle Wilson, City Clerk
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