Regular City Council Meeting 07-20-2026

The Paullina City Council met in regular session on Monday, July 20th, 2026, at 5:30 pm in the Council Chambers, City Hall, 127 South Main St, Paullina, Iowa. Mayor Marlin Sjaarda called the meeting to order. Roll call was taken. Council Members present: John Funkhouser, Jean Unrau, Nichole Jacobs and Roxy Pottebaum. Dennis Werkmeister was absent. Staff present: Superintendent of Utilities Kelly Top, City Clerk Michelle Wilson and Police Chief Luke Hughes. Guests: Steve Brush. Press: Iowa Information.
Motion by Jacobs, second by Unrau to approve the agenda. All ayes. Motion carried.
Public Forum: None
City Announcements: Clerk Wilson reminded residents to please keep their lawns mowed and avoid discharging grass clippings onto city streets. Wilson also stated that bicycles and scooters are not allowed on downtown sidewalks.
Motion by Funkhouser, second by Pottebaum to approve the Consent Agenda: approve minutes from 07-06-2026 Regular City Council Meeting, approve claims, approve revenues and receive June Financials. All ayes. Motion carried.
Steve Brush, representing Itron, was present to discuss changing our current meter reading software to a cloud-based format. 
Action will be taken at a later date.
Motion by Jacobs, second by Unrau to approve Resolution banning individuals or businesses from disposing of concrete at the City of Paullina’s tree dump. Roll call vote taken. All ayes. Motion carried.
Motion by Unrau, second by Jacobs to approve Chad Dau’s bid for the demolition of the structures located at 412 S Maple St. All ayes. Motion carried.
Motion by Funkhouser, second by Pottebaum to approve salvage rights to ND MillWerk Salvage and Sales for the property located at 412 S Maple St. All ayes. Motion carried.
Motion by Unrau, second by Funkhouser to approve Resolution to hire Amanda Jeffries as part-time cleaning person. Roll call vote taken. All ayes. Motion carried.
Motion by Unrau, second by Jacobs to approve raising Business Auto Uninsured/Underinsured coverage to $1,000,000 limit and Umbrella coverage to $2,000,000. All ayes. Motion carried.
Funkhouser informed the Council that only one of the two interested parties remains for the property at 105 N. Main St. The bid deadline is July 30th. If no bids are received by then, the Council will address extending the deadline and exploring other advertising methods at its next meeting.
Reports: Superintendent of Utilities, Top, informed the Council that additional trees have been removed, work has continued on electrical projects, and weeds around town have been sprayed. Mayor Sjaarda asked Top for an update on the tree removal along the transmission line. Brian Feltman has been removing trees and rubbish, which has improved the property's appearance. 
Mayor Sjaarda reported that work continues on finding individuals to serve on the Airport Board of Adjustments. Sjaarda hopes there will be enough interest to appoint the two city members to the Board by the second meeting in August. Sjaarda encouraged interested individuals to contact the City Clerk’s office.
Council member Jean Unrau reported that she contacted Darren Baumgarner with Northwest Iowa Planning and Development to inquire if additional ordinances could be added to the updated Code of Ordinance, which is currently in its draft phase. She received confirmation that additions are possible.
Police Chief Hughes informed the Council that Stiver's Ford has nearly finished outfitting the new police vehicle. The department is still waiting on the dash cam purchased from the Creston Police Department, a decision that saved a considerable amount compared to buying new. Hughes also reported that new officer Lewis will attend the academy in late September.
Motion by Funkhouser, second by Unrau to adjourn at 6:04 pm. All ayes motion carried.

							______________________________
								Marlin Sjaarda, Mayor
ATTEST:___________________________________
Michelle Wilson, City Clerk
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