Regular City Council Meeting 06-15-2026

The Paullina City Council met in regular session on Monday, June 15th, 2026, at 5:30 pm in the Council Chambers, City Hall, 127 South Main St, Paullina, Iowa. Mayor Marlin Sjaarda called the meeting to order. Roll call was taken. Council Members present: Dennis Werkmesister, John Funkhouser, Jean Unrau, Nichole Jacobs and Roxy Pottebaum. Staff present: Superintendent of Utilities Kelly Top, City Clerk Michelle Wilson, Fire Department President Lucas Burmakow, Police Chief Luke Hughes and Airport Manager Brian Feltman who arrived later in the meeting. Guests: Kianna Johnson, Logan Smidt, John Huff and Alex Behnke. Press: Iowa Information.
Motion by Unrau, second by Werkmeister to approve the agenda. All ayes. Motion carried.
Public Forum: None
City Announcements: Clerk Wilson reminded residents to take pride in their property by continuing to mow and trim, and thanked them for their efforts.
Motion by Werkmeister, second by Pottebaum to approve the Consent Agenda: approve minutes from 6-01-2026 Regular City Council Meeting, approve claims, approve revenues, approve Resolution No. 2026-29 end of fiscal year transfers and approve the Chamber of Commerce Liquor License. Roll call vote taken. All ayes. Motion carried. 
Kiana Johnson from O’Brien Economic Development Corporation was present to present the 2026 Annual Report.
Motion by Jacobs, second by Unrau to approve Resolution No. 2026-30 approving Vector Representative Kelly Top and alternate Steve Heeren. Roll call vote taken. All ayes. Motion carried.
Logan Smidt, representing DGR, updated the Council on the current water system, identifying any concerns related to the City's water source, treatment, quality, and storage. He noted that the wells and treatment plant were aging, and the water quality was affected by hardness and manganese. Smidt also proposed potential remedies for some of these issues.
John Huff and Alex Behnke, representing MidAmerican Energy, updated the Council on the repowering of the Highland Farms wind turbines located near Paullina's Municipal Airport. This project will involve new blades and components, which will extend the life of the turbines and extend tax revenues. The foundations will also be enhanced to support the repowering. The planned update will increase the height of the wind turbines by 46 feet, which would exceed Paullina's current Airport Code of Ordinances. MidAmerican's representatives stated that the FAA found no safety concerns with the increased height, and all contracts and easements were voluntarily signed. Repowering is scheduled to begin in the fall of 2026, with work around Paullina's Municipal Airport commencing in 2027.
Motion by Werkmeister, second by Jacobs, to approve Beck Excavating's bid for seal coating streets, excluding Main Street from Railroad Street to Commerce Street. All ayes. Motion carried.
Motion by Pottebaum, second by Jacobs to approve Resolution No. 2026-31 To approve MRES to administer Renewable Energy Certificates for the City of Paullina. Roll call vote taken. All ayes. Motion carried.
Motion by Jacobs, second by Unrau to approve Resolution No. 2026-32 approving the closing the south side of East Broadway from Main St to the first alley on June 19th from 3:00 pm to 6:30 pm. for the Grand Opening of Paullina Bicycle Co. Roll call vote taken. All ayes. Motion carried.
Motion by Unrau, second by Pottebaum to approve the purchase of a new police vehicle. All ayes. Motion carried.
Clerk Wilson read the second reading for the Electric Rate Ordinance Amendment. Motion by Jacobs, second by Unrau to waive the third reading of the Electric Rate Ordinance Amendment. Roll call vote taken. Ayes: Funkhouser, Unrau, Jacobs and Pottebaum. Nay: Werkmeister. Motion carried
Motion by Unrau, second by Jacobs to approve Resolution No. 2026-33 to approve the DOT Agreement for Maintenance and repair of Primary Roads in Municipalities. Roll call vote taken. All ayes. Motion carried.
Motion by Funkhouser, second by Werkmeister, to set July 30th as the bid deadline for the property at 105 N Main St. All ayes. Motion carried.
Reports: Superintendent Top reported work on downtown streetlights, the painting of fire hydrants, electric on Bertha St, and sewer maintenance. Top also stated the streets will be swept, new lines will be painted and hydrants will be flushed this week. Clerk Wilson reported that the City Treasurer will be present Thursday to review financials.
Mayor Sjaarda thanked the Chamber and the Gemboree Committee for all their hard work. Thanks were also extended to the clerk's office and the Nuisance Committee for their progress on several nuisance properties.
Council: Jacobs mentioned the Gemboree Parade and asked the residents and businesses along Main St to tidy up. There will also be a Ribbon Cutting for the Grand Opening of Paullina Bicycle Co. Friday the 19th at 3:30 pm.
Committees: Pottebaum, with the Nuisance Committee, stated that about a dozen door hangers have been utilized on properties that need some attention. Pottebaum stated that the door hangers seem to be working well. 
Lucas Burmakow, Vice President of the Fire Department, announced that the Department will host a beer garden on Friday and children's water fights on Saturday during the Gemboree celebration, June 26th through 28th. Burmakow also shared that the EMS Golf Tournament will be held on August 1st. Funkhouser reported that the Library Board met last Thursday and that the new HVAC system has been installed and is working well. Airport Manager Brian Feltman informed the Council that the runway slurry is complete and the runway is re-opened.
Motion by Jacobs, second by Unrau to adjourn the meeting at 7:14 pm. All ayes. Motion carried.


								______________________________
								Marlin Sjaarda, Mayor
ATTEST:___________________________________
Michelle Wilson, City Clerk
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