Regular City Council Meeting 06-01-2026

The Paullina City Council met in regular session on Monday, June 1st, 2026, at 5:30 pm in the Council Chambers, City Hall, 127 South Main St, Paullina, Iowa. Mayor Pro Tem Dennis Werkmeister called the meeting to order. Roll call was taken. Council Members present: John Funkhouser, Jean Unrau, Nichole Jacobs and Roxy Pottebaum. Dennis Werkmeister served as Mayor Pro Tem.  Staff present: City Clerk Michelle Wilson, Fire Chief Brytton Kelleher, Fire Department President Lucas Burmakow, Airport Manager Brian Feltman, Police Chief Luke Hughes and new Police Officer James Lewis. Guests: Eric Magnussen. Press: Iowa Information.
Motion by Jacobs, second by Unrau to approve the agenda. All ayes. Motion carried.
Public Forum: Eric Magnussen addressed the Council regarding possible business park expansions. Magnussen stated that he would hate to see Paullina passed up on a potential business opportunity due to lack of space.
City Announcements; Clerk Wilson reminded residents not to discharge grass clippings onto the streets and to trim around objects when mowing.
Motion by Unrau, second by Pottebaum to approve the Consent Agenda minus item b1, approve claims, which will now be item e1: Approve minutes from 05-18-2026 Regular City Council Meeting and 05-28-2026 Special City Council Meeting, approve revenues, approve retail tobacco license for Casey’s 3730, and approve new ambulance members Thomas Nelson and Jacob Yount. All ayes. Motion carried.
Motion by Funkhouser, second by Jacobs to approve claims. All ayes. Motion carried.
Mayor Pro Tem Dennis Werkmeister opened the Public Hearing for recommended electric rate changes at 5:38 p.m. No questions or public comments were received by Clerk Wilson.
Motion by Unrau, second by Jacobs to close the public hearing at 5:38 p.m. Roll call vote was taken. All ayes. Motion carried. 
Motion by Jacobs, second by Pottebaum to approve Resolution No. 2026-27 to Amend Ordinance Pertaining to Electric Rates. Roll call vote was taken. All ayes. Motion carried.
Motion by Unrau, second by Pottebaum to waive the second and third reading. After discussion, Unrau made a friendly amendment not to waive the second and third readings. Roll call vote taken. All ayes. Motion carried.
The Council discussed two bids: one newly received from Black Top Services and an earlier one from Beck Excavating. Jacobs noted that the bids were not for the exact same streets. Motion by Jacobs, second by Funkhouser to table the decision until next Council meeting to allow time for Superintendent Top to clarify. All ayes. Motion carried.
Mayor Pro Tem administered the oath of office to new Police Officer James Lewis.
Reports: Clerk Wilson informed Council that the FY25 annual exam is in process as well as an IPERS audit. Councilperson Pottebaum, representing the Nuisance Committee, stated that she has been in contact with owners of nuisance properties and distributing door hangers. Werkmeister stated the Finance and Economic Development Committee is preparing a bid packet for the sale of the old Iowa State Bank building and will then solicit bids. Speaking on behalf of the Employee Committee, Unrau stated that employee reviews will start next week.
Chief of Police Luke Hughes presented his monthly report for May. Hughes is still evaluating bids for tasers and is working with South O'Brien School to finalize the School Resource Officer Agreement. Chief Hughes also reported that the department is experiencing issues with its body cameras and is currently assessing the cost of new equipment. He updated the Council on the training progress of new Police Officer James Lewis, which includes handgun and rifle qualification. Chief Hughes expressed gratitude for the O'Brien County Sheriff's Office, noting their significant assistance with the training process.
Fire Chief Brytton Kelleher thanked everyone for their support at the Memorial Day Pancake Breakfast. Kelleher announced that the Fire Department would be holding activities during Gemboree, in conjunction with events planned by the Chamber. Vice President Lucas Burmakow added that the Fire Department Golf Tournament is scheduled for August 1st.
Airport Manager Brian Feltman requested the appointment of an Airport Administration Board, as stipulated by the Airport Ordinance. This board will address concerns regarding the potential raising of existing wind turbines and determine if such an action would violate the Airport Ordinance. Further information will be gathered and presented at a future Council meeting.
Mayor Pro Tem Werkmeister reminded people to go vote. 
Motion by Funkhouser, second by Unrau to adjourn at 6:07 p.m. All ayes. Motion carried.

								______________________________
								Dennis Werkmeister, Mayor Pro Tem
ATTEST:___________________________________
Michelle Wilson, City Clerk
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