Regular City Council Meeting 05-04-2026

The Paullina City Council met in regular session on Monday, May 4th, 2026, at 5:30 pm in the Council Chambers, City Hall, 127 South Main St, Paullina, Iowa. Mayor Marlin Sjaarda called the meeting to order. Roll call was taken. Council Members present: Dennis Werkmeister, John Funkhouser, Jean Unrau, Nichole Jacobs and Roxy Pottebaum. Staff present: Superintendent of Utilities Kelly Top, City Clerk Michelle Wilson, Police Chief Luke Hughes and Fire Department Vice President Lucas Burmakow. Guests: Evan Leebens and Jordan Unterbrunner from MRES. Press: Iowa Information.
Motion by Funkhouser, second by Unrau to approve the agenda. All ayes. Motion carried.
City Announcements; Clerk Wilson reminded residents of the Spring Clean-Up date of May 11th .
Motion by Werkmeister, second by Jacobs to approve the Consent Agenda: Approve minutes from 04-20-2026 Regular City Council Meeting, approve claims/revenues, approve March Financials, receive April Financials, approve Class C Liquor License for Hometown Bar and Grill, approve Retail Tobacco Permit for Dollar General Store # 20191 and review Dollar General new ownership. All ayes. Motion carried.
Jordan Unterbrunner from MRES presented the Council with the new Rate Study. Unterbrunner explained that widespread rate increases are driven by factors such as higher purchase power costs, which are not controlled locally. The proposed increase would also fund significant system improvements in Paullina, cover future 2027 debt service costs, and help maintain adequate cash reserves. MRES recommends an annual 5% rate increase, beginning July 2026 and continuing through 2029. The Council will address the recommendation at the next City Council Meeting.
Clerk Wilson updated the Council on the process for a proposed Zoning Ordinance change that would permit residential dwellings in the upper levels and rear of commercial buildings. To proceed with the Zoning Ordinance change, new members must be appointed to the Planning and Zoning Commission. Wilson requested that the Council identify suitable candidates to serve on the Commission. Wilson will put together a packet explaining the responsibilities of the Planning and Zoning Commission to give to potential candidates.
Motion by Jacobs, second by Pottebaum to approve Resolution No 2026-22 approving the Mutual Aid Agreement between the City of Paullina and the American Public Power Association. Roll Call vote was taken. All ayes. Motion carried.
Motion by Unrau, second by Jacobs to approve Resolution No 2026-23 approving the Mutual Aid Agreement with Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities. Roll call vote was taken. All ayes. Motion carried.
Council Member Werkmeister, representing the Finance and Economic Development Committee, updated the Council on their April 24, 2026 meeting regarding the old bank building at 105 N Main St. He reported that all pertinent information had been forwarded to the attorney. The Committee recommends that potential buyers submit an offer and agree to the terms of sale. Motion by Werkmeister, second by Funkhouser to approve the recommendation of the Finance and Economic Development Committee. All ayes. Motion carried.
Superintendent of Utilities Top presented the Council with information on the backhoe purchase, including the purchase price and the trade-in amount. Top informed the Council that the grapple would be an additional purchase.
Motion by Unrau, second by Pottebaum to approve the backhoe purchase for $77,000, to be paid from the FY-27 Budget. All ayes. Motion carried.
Top informed the Council that the transmission in the 2003 Chevrolet pickup is failing. Due to the pickup's overall condition, replacing the transmission is not a viable option. Motion by Jacobs, second by Werkmeister to approve the purchase of a replacement vehicle not to exceed $10,000. All ayes. Motion carried.
Reports: Superintendent of Utilities Top reported that work continues on the electrical lines on N Main Street, damaged and diseased tree removal is continuing, there has been some work on secondary lines and a number of locates have been required. Top reported that city crews will begin work on the E Bertha Street electrical lines next week. He also noted that the storm sewer by Zion needs attention, specifically its drainage ditch, which must be dug out and redone. Additionally, Top presented the Council with a quote from Black Top Excavating for chip-sealing streets.
Clerk Wilson reported that the new Police Officer continues required testing, performing well on all tests completed to date.
Police Chief Luke Hughes presented the April call list to the Council and informed them that part-time officer Nelson would be undergoing training with Police Legal Sciences, a program designed to allow a second officer to receive training at no additional cost.
Vice President of the Fire Department, Lucas Burmakow, stated that the department is still burning CRP, adding that this is a great way for younger firefighters to meet the necessary criteria in a controlled environment. Burmakow also reminded residents of the pancake breakfast on Memorial Day.
Council Comments: Unrau noted the City Park restrooms need attention, a task which will be assigned to the new part-time summer staff.
Motion by Funkhouser, second by Pottebaum to adjourn 7:06 pm. All ayes. Motion carried.



								______________________________
								Marlin Sjaarda, Mayor
ATTEST:___________________________________
Michelle Wilson, City Clerk
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