Regular City Council Meeting 04-06-2026

The Paullina City Council met in regular session on Monday, April 6th, 2026, at 5:30 pm in the Council Chambers, City Hall, 127 South Main St, Paullina, Iowa. Mayor Marlin Sjaarda called the meeting to order. Roll call was taken. Council Members present: Dennis Werkmeister, John Funkhouser, Jean Unrau, Nichole Jacobs and Roxy Pottebaum. Staff present: Superintendent of Utilities Kelly Top, City Clerk Michelle Wilson, and Police Chief Luke Hughes. Guests: Josh Rausch, Ben Eldridge and Lucas Burmakow. Press: Iowa Information and Marcus News.
Motion by Pottebaum, second by Unrau to approve the agenda. All ayes. Motion carried.
Motion by Jacobs, second by Unrau to approve the Consent Agenda: Approve minutes from 03-16-2026 Regular City Council Meeting, 03-23-2026 FY-27 Proposed Tax Levy Public Hearing and 03-23-2026 Special City Council Meeting; approve claims/revenues and approve February Financials. All ayes. Motion carried.
Mayor Sjaarda opened the Public Hearing for FY-27 Proposed Budget at 5:32 pm. Clerk Wilson received no comments or questions before the hearing. Mari Radtke asked questions about various items on the budget notice. Motion by Jacobs, second by Unrau to close the Public Hearing. Roll call vote was taken. All ayes. Motion carried.
Motion by Werkmeister, second by Funkhouser to approve Resolution No. 2026-19 Adopting the Proposed FY-27 Budget. Roll call vote was taken. All ayes. Motion carried.
Ben Eldridge and Josh Rausch presented the Little League plans to the Council. Eldridge explained that Paullina, Primghar, and Sutherland will combine to form one South O'Brien Little League. Jacobs questioned whether 5th and 6th grader girls would be included. Eldridge stated that, due to low numbers, 5th grade girls could practice with 4th graders and 6th grader girls would be moved up to junior high. Eldridge and Rausch requested the same support from the City of Paullina as in past years: field mowing and weed control, and financial support of $7,000. Jacobs stated that the other two towns do not contribute funds to their little leagues, and asked Eldridge and Rausch if Primghar and Sutherland were willing to contribute the same $7,000 as Paullina to the combined South O'Brien Little League. The South O'Brien Little League will reach out to Primghar and Sutherland to determine what funds each town is willing to contribute. Jacobs questioned whether all the bank accounts from each town would be combined. Rausch explained that the accounts will be kept separate for now.
Superintendent of Utilities Top presented information to the Council regarding the SAM GIS Mapping System. This system is currently in use by Primghar, Alton, Remsen, Orange City, and Sioux Center. Top explained the initial costs, the system's capabilities, and the potential benefits for the city. Further discussion and possible action will be taken in a future meeting.
Motion by Funkhouser, second by Pottebaum to approve Resolution No. 2026-20 to hire Randy Riedemann as Part-Time Summer Laborer at $16 per hour averaging 30-35 hours per week. Werkmeister pointed out that at the March 16th Council Meeting, the Resolution approved for summer laborer was 25-30 hours per week. Motion by Werkmeister, second by Unrau to amend the motion from 30-35 hours per week to 25-30 hours per week. All ayes. Motion carried. Roll Call vote for Resolution 2026-20 to hire Randy Reidemann as Part-Time Summer Laborer at $16 per hour averaging 25-30 hours per week. All ayes. Motion carried.
The Employee Committee, Carol Honkomp and Police Chief Hughes interviewed police officer candidate James Lewis via Zoom. Pottebaum and Unrau reported that Lewis interviewed well, demonstrating both a criminal justice background and extensive knowledge. The Employee Committee recommended hiring James Lewis at a starting salary of $70,000 per year. Pottebaum informed the Council that Lewis is the brother-in-law of current Police Chief Luke Hughes. Motion by Pottebaum, second by Funkhouser to approve Resolution 2026-21 approving the hiring James Lewis as full-time Police Officer for the City of Paullina at a starting salary of $70,000 per year, contingent upon successful completion of all required testing. Roll call was taken. All ayes. Motion carried.
The Council will discuss a proposed ordinance change that would allow living quarters above and behind commercial buildings at a future meeting.
Reports: Top reported to Council of ongoing work, including removal of trees and continued electrical line work on N Main St. Top indicated that the work should be completed this week.
Mayor Sjaarda thanked Clerk Wilson for her hard work on the budget, and also expressed gratitude to Treasurer Thompson. Sjaarda also commended the Employee Committee for their work on interviewing for the open Police Officer position.
Fire Department: Lucas Burmakow reported to the Council that three members of the Fire Department—himself, Wilson Milan, and Cody Dreckman—have completed Fire Fighter 1 training. Fire Department members also participated in Career Day at South O'Brien School.
Police: Police Chief Hughes presented the monthly call sheet to the Council. Hughes also reported that the new computer had been installed in the primary police vehicle. The back-up vehicle is still experiencing mechanical issues, with repairs estimated at $3500.
Motion by Funkhouser, second by Unrau to adjourn at 6:40 pm. All ayes. Motion carried.



								______________________________
								Marlin Sjaarda, Mayor
ATTEST:

___________________________________
Michelle Wilson, City Clerk
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