Regular City Council Meeting 03-02-2026

The Paullina City Council met in regular session on Monday, March 2nd, at 5:30 pm in the Council Chambers, City Hall, 127 South Main St, Paullina, Iowa. Mayor Marlin Sjaarda called the meeting to order. Roll call was taken. Council Members present: Dennis Werkmeister, John Funkhouser, Jean Unrau, Nichole Jacobs. Roxy Pottebaum was absent. Staff present: Superintendent of Utilities Kelly Top, City Clerk Michelle Wilson, and Police Chief Luke Hughes. Guests: Jill Rausch, Rita Kruger, Cindy Richter, Brett Nelson, and Krayton Struve. Press: Iowa Information and Marcus News.
Motion by Werkmeister, second by Jacobs to approve the agenda. All ayes. Motion carried.
Motion by Funkhouser, second by Unrau to approve the Consent Agenda: Approve minutes from 02-17-2026 Regular City Council Meeting; approve claims/revenues; receive January Financials; and approve re-appointment of Bruce Billick to the Board of Adjustment for 5-year term ending 12/31/2030. All ayes. Motion carried.
Jill Raush updated the Council on the progress of the expanded Paullina Bike Path. Rausch requested Council approval to pay for the engineering costs of the bike path expansion. The Council will address this request at the next meeting, scheduled for March 16th.
Motion by Unrau, second by Jacobs to approve Resolution No. 2026-15 to set Property Tax Levy Public Hearing for March 23rd, 2026, at 5:30 pm. Roll call vote taken. All ayes. Motion carried.
Motion by Jacobs, second by Unrau to approve sending City employees to Certified Pool Operator training (for the splashpad). All ayes. Motion carried. Motion by Jacobs, second by Funkhouser to approve the use of City equipment and City employees during the install phase of the Little Critter's Splash pad as agreed on by the Superintendent of Utilities. All ayes. Motion carried. Motion by Unrau, second by Jacobs to approve in-kind donation from the City bringing water source within 10 feet of the Little Critters Splash Pad before breaking ground. All ayes. Motion carried.
Motion by Jacobs, second by Unrau, to approve the purchase of a brush mower attachment for the skid loader. Motion failed due to unanimous opposition. Werkmeister recommended obtaining an estimate for brush removal from the initial half mile portion of the transmission line area and revisiting the brush mower proposal at a later time.
Motion by Unrau, second by Funkhouser to approve the new Paullina Police Department patch design. All ayes. Motion carried.
Motion by Werkmeister, second by Jacobs to approve a Legislative Workshop for Friday, March 20th at 12:30 pm. All ayes. Motion carried.
Reports: Superintendent of Utilities Top informed the Council that work continues on the electrical line on N Main Street. The final wire is scheduled to be pulled this week, after which work will begin on secondary wires. All connections are now running off the new switchgear as intended. Top also noted that vehicle maintenance and repair have been completed, and significant street sweeping has taken place; and several water meter gauges are being replaced. City Clerk Wilson informed Council that Tyler Tech was able to download files for the software conversion.
Mayor Sjaarda stated he listened to an update webinar on three Iowa Legislative Bills. Sjaarda will share the documents with the Council. Werkmeister stated that the Finance and Economic Development Committee met to discuss the sale of the old Iowa State Bank building. Police Chief Luke Hughes presented the call report for the Month of February.
Motion by Funkhouser, second by Unrau to adjourn at 6:07 pm. All ayes. Motion carried.



								______________________________
								Marlin Sjaarda, Mayor
ATTEST:

___________________________________
Michelle Wilson, City Clerk
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