Regular City Council Meeting 02-17-2026

The Paullina City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, February 17, 2026, at 5:30 pm in the Council Chambers, City Hall, 127 South Main St, Paullina, Iowa. Mayor Marlin Sjaarda called the meeting to order. Roll call was taken. Council Members present: Dennis Werkmeister, John Funkhouser, Jean Unrau, Nichole Jacobs, and Roxy Pottebaum. Staff present: City Clerk Michelle Wilson and Police Chief Luke Hughes. Press: Iowa Information.
Motion by Funkhouser, second by Unrau? to approve the agenda. All ayes. Motion carried.
Motion by Werkmeister, second by Funkhouser to approve the Consent Agenda with the removal of receiving January Financials. spelling correction in the Exact Change Policy, and moving approval of Mayor Pro Tem as an authorized signer to the regular agenda. Consent Agenda: Approve minutes from 02-02-2026 Regular City Council Meeting; approve minutes from 02-11-2026 Budget Workshop; approve claims; approve Exact Change Policy; approve Paullina Golf Course Liquor License No. 0-009-899-438. All ayes. Motion carried.
Motion by Unrau, second by Funkhouser to approve Resolution No. 2026-12 approving Mayor Pro Tem Werkmeister as an authorized signer. Roll call vote was taken - ayes by John Funkhouser, Jean Unrau, Nichole Jacobs, and Roxy Pottebaum; Werkmeister abstained. Motion carried.
Mayor Sjaarda opened the Public Hearing-Proposed Budget Amendments for FY-26 at 5:36 pm. Clerk Wilson reported that no comments or questions were received, and no members of the public were present. Motion by Werkmeister, second by Pottebaum to close the Public Hearing at 5:37 pm. Roll call vote was taken  All ayes. Motion carried. Motion by Unrau, second by Jacobs to approve Resolution No. 2026-13 Adopting the FY-26 City of Paullina Budget Amendment. Roll call vote was taken. All ayes. Motion carried. Motion by Werkmeister, second by Unrau to approve Resolution No. 2026-14 to transfer funds for the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2026. Roll call vote was taken. All ayes. Motion carried. Motion by Unrau, second by Pottebaum to approve Superintendent of Utilities Top's request to purchase a brush mower attachment for cleanup along transmission lines, the retention pond, and the lagoons. Motion by Jacobs, second by Unrau to table the motion in order to obtain additional information to justify the purchase. Four  ayes; opposed by Werkmeister. Motion carried.
Police Chief Luke Hughes presented the Council with a sample design for a new Paullina Police Department patch, noting that the current design is shared by other area and Iowa towns. Given the department's low patch supply, this is an opportune time to implement a change. The item will be placed on the next agenda for approval.
Police Chief Hughes also informed the Council that the computer systems in the police vehicles are outdated and must be upgraded by March 1st, according to the County. A motion by Jacobs, second by Unrau to approve the purchase of new computers for the police vehicles. All ayes. Motion carried.
Reports: Superintendent of Utilities Kelly Top was absent. Mayor Sjaarda updated the Council on the projects Top and others have been working on, including underground wiring, preparing for the possibility of snow, and scheduling additional boring work with TCA. City Council member Werkmeister reported that he has been in contact with Senator Lynn Evans. Scheduling a Legislative Workshop will be on the next agenda. Committees: The Airport Committee met with Airport Manager Brian Feltman and recommends the city allocate $5,000 towards runway repairs. This will be discussed at a future Council meeting.
Motion by Funkhouser, second by Unrau to adjourn at 6:02 pm. All ayes. Motion carried.



Attest:									______________________________
									 Mayor, Marlin Sjaarda
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