Regular City Council Meeting 01-19-2026

The Paullina City Council met in regular session on Monday, January 19th, 2026, at 5:30 pm in the Council Chambers, City Hall, 127 South Main St, Paullina, Iowa. Mayor Marlin Sjaarda called the meeting to order. Roll Call was taken. Council Members present: Dennis Werkmeister, John Funkhouser, Jean Unrau, Nichole Jacobs and Roxy Pottebaum. Staff present: Superintendent of Utilities Kelly Top, City Clerk Michelle Wilson, Fire Chief Brytton Kelleher and Police Chief Luke Hughes. Guests: Shawn Strubbe. Press: Iowa Information.
Motion by Jacobs, second by Unrau to approve the agenda with the removal of agenda item #5, Apprenticeship. All ayes. Motion carried.
Motion by Jacobs, second by Werkmeister to approve the Consent Agenda with the removal of items e and g that will be addressed on the regular agenda: Approve minutes from 01-05-2026 Regular City Council Meeting; approve minutes from 01-14-2026 Budget Workshop; approve claims; approve November Financials; receive December Financials: approve Williams & Co. Examination Report for FY24; approve Paullina Golf Club using the City of Paullina logo on their golf club flags; approve  Bunkers Feed & Supply 2026 lawn application proposal. Resolution: 2026-07 Appointing Klay Law Firm and Smith, Grigg, Shea and Klinker, P.C. as the city attorneys for the City of Paullina for FY26. Roll call vote taken. All ayes. Motion carried.
Motion by Werkmeister, second by Funkhouser to approve the 2025 annual salaries to be published. All ayes. Motion carried. 
Motion by Unrau, second by Jacobs to approve the location for the Little Critters Splash Pad. All ayes. Motion carried.
Motion by Jacobs, second by Pottebaum to approve Resolution 2026-08 increasing ambulance drivers and EMT’s wages to $15.00/hour. Roll call vote taken. All ayes. Motion carried.
Motion by Werkmeister, second by Funkhouser to approve Task No. 7-Electrical Distribution UG Conversion Phase I. All ayes. Motion carried.
Motion by Werkmeister, second by Unrau to approve Task No. 8-GIS Mapping Services. All ayes. Motion carried.
Motion by Unrau, second by Werkmeister to approve Task No. 6-Drinking Water System Facility Plan. All ayes. Motion carried.
Motion by Jacobs, second by Unrau to approve city attorney proceeding with establishing an abandoned property claim at 412 S Maple St. All ayes. Motion carried.
City Clerk Wilson reminded Council of the next Budget Workshop scheduled for January 26th at 5:30 pm.
Superintendent Kelly Top informed the Council that cleaning out the boy scout trailer and the digger shed along with equipment maintenance are in progress. Top added that he will be gone the next three days to attend Utility Operations Conference in Des Moines. Clerk Wilson informed Council she worked with the treasurer on budget amendments that will be presented to Council at the next meeting. Mayor Sjaarda reported that he attended the EMA and 911 Board Meetings and the 911 board has budgeted dollars for replacement of some radios as needed for ambulance, fire departments and police. Sjaarda also shared comments on and clarified some questions raised by the Marcus News article “Paullina’s Foolish Ventures Showing Up” on the FY-24 examination. Police Chief Luke Hughes stated that the police department is identifying needs for updated equipment, and the second/older police vehicle is not dependable and is working on identifying options. Hughes also added that he has been working with Wade Riley and the South O’Brien School District on possible services with the school in the future.
Motion by Jacobs, second by Unrau to adjourn the meeting at 6:06 pm. All ayes. Motion carried.


___________________________________			Marlin Sjaarda, Mayor
ATTEST:
_____________________________ 
Michelle Wilson, City Clerk 
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