Regular City Council Meeting 01-05-2026



The Paullina City Council met in regular session on Monday, January 5th, 2026 at 5:35 pm in the Council Chambers, City Hall, 127 South Main St, Paullina, Iowa. Mayor Marlin Sjaarda called the meeting to order. Roll Call was taken. Council Members present: Dennis Werkmeister, John Funkhouser, Jean Unrau, and Roxanne Pottebaum. Nichole Jacobs was present by phone. Staff present: Superintendent of Utilities Kelly Top, City Clerk Michelle Wilson, and Police Chief Luke Hughes. Guests: Justin Jacobsma. Press: Marcus News and Iowa Information.
Motion by Funkhouser, second by Werkmeister to approve the agenda. All ayes. Motion carried.
City Announcements: Christmas tree pickup is Friday January 9th. Clerk Wilson welcomed new Council members Roxanne Pottebaum and John Funkhouser.
Motion by Werkmeister, second by Unrau to approve the Consent Agenda: Approve minutes from 12-15-25 Regular City Council Meeting; approve minutes from 12-23-25 Budget Workshop; approve claims; receive November Financials. Approve  Resolutions: 2026-01 Preauthorized Claims; 2026-02 Staff Appointees; 2026-03 Depositories and Limits; 2026-04 Re-appointment of Chief of Police FY-26 and 2026-05 Appointment of Dennis Wermeister as Mayor Pro Tem. Approve liquor license for Dollar General and license amendments for Casey’s, Prairie Market and Russell West Post, No. 95 American Legion. Approve Council Committee appointments. Roll call vote was taken. All ayes. Motion carried.
Justin Jacobsma with Williams and Company presented the Council with the FY-24 Annual Exam. Recommendations were given to improve the processes of the City Clerk’s Office.
Motion by Unrau, second by Jacobs to approve Delta Dental Insurance renewal. All ayes. Motion carried.
Motion by Unrau, second by Funkhouser to approve Delta Vision Insurance renewal. All ayes. Motion carried.
Motion by Unrau, second by Jacobs to appoint the N’West Iowa Review as the official newspaper for the City of Paullina’s legal notices. Motion by Werkmeister, second by Funkhouser to amend the motion appointing the N’West Iowa Review and Marcus News as official newspapers. Roll call vote was taken on the amendment. Ayes: Werkmeister, Funkhouser and Pottebaum. Nayes: Unrau and Jacobs. Motion carried. Roll call vote was taken to approve the appointment of the N’West Iowa Review and Marcus News as the official newspapers for legal publications for the City of Paullina. Ayes: Werkmeister, Funkhouser, Unrau and Pottebaum. Nayes: Jacobs. Motion carried.
Wilson reminded the Council and the department heads of the upcoming Budget Workshops being held January 14th and January 26th at 5:30 pm. Wilson also asked that individual budget drafts be turned in to the Clerk’s office by the end of the week.
Superintendent Top stated that the outside crew has been working on snow removal, removal of the light pole Christmas decorations, and electrical projects. Clerk Wilson informed Council that the Treasurer will be here this week to work on financials and the budget. Mayor Sjaarda informed the Council that he visited the new dental office and that it is looking new and fresh. Sjaarda asked Superintendent Top along with the Parks and Property Committee to check in with splash pad Group regarding the location of the splash pad as the location will need Council approval. 
Motion by Funkhouser, second by Unrau to adjourn at 6:47 pm. All Ayes. Motion carried.


___________________________________			Marlin Sjaarda, Mayor
ATTEST:
_____________________________ 
Michelle Wilson, City Clerk 
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