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The Paullina City Council met in regular session on August 7th, 2023 in the Council Chambers, City Hall, 127 S 
Main St, Paullina, Iowa. Mayor Brenda Ebel Kruse called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. and led the Pledge 
of Allegiance.  

Roll Call. Council Members present: Steve Heeren, Jay Jones, Jean Unrau, Carol Honkomp, Lexy Murphy. Mayor 
Ebel Kruse declared a quorum. Also present: Assistant Deputy Clerk Alex Griggs, Superintendent of Utilities 
Kelly Top, Fire Chief Ryan Harper. Guests: Sharon Johnson, Charlie & Dorothy Harper, Melinda Hansen, DJ 
Hansen, Glenda Heithus, Nichole Jacobs, Ben Eldridge, Eric Brown, Shawn Strubbe.  

Open opportunity to address the Council: Melinda Hansen shared her dissatisfaction with council member 
Murphy regarding road width parking concerns from an earlier meeting & her frustration that the City’s 
elected officials do not currently have a code of conduct policy in place. The Harpers again expressed concern 
over nuisance properties & shared a list of violations they observed.  

Motion by Murphy; second by Honkomp to approve the agenda. All ayes. Motion carried. 

Motion by Unrau; second by Murphy to approve 7/17/23 regular meeting minutes. All ayes. Motion carried. 

Motion by Unrau; second by Honkomp to approve payment of claims. All ayes. Motion carried.  

After hearing from Eric Brown of Paullina Hardware on his proposal to use the back part of the pocket park 
property for product storage in exchange for improving & caring for the community greenspace, the Council 
will further consider options for these lots. 

After much discussion about the planting specifics & timing, the Council decided not to apply for this year’s IA 
DNR Community Forestry Grant offering matching funds of $500-$5,000. 

Nichole Jacobs shared Chamber of Commerce plans for October events, including the Fall Festival with Trunk 
or Treat & a Monster Dash 5k from the City park to the Lake. Motion by Murphy; second by Honkomp to 
approve Resolution 23-26 requesting street closures of E Broadway from Main to Mickley & S Main from 
Broadway to just south of City Hall, keeping NW half of main intersection open for N Main business traffic on 
Saturday, October 28, 2023 from 1-7pm. Roll call vote: Ayes: Heeren, Honkomp, Jones, Murphy, Unrau. Nays: 
None. Motion carried.   

Motion by Unrau; second by Murphy to amend Ordinance No. 30 pertaining to animal control & protection: 
remove pit bull breeds from banned animals; administrative search warrant for vicious animal removal; duty of 
restraint on & off property; greater penalties for violations. Roll call vote: Ayes: Heeren, Honkomp, Jones, 
Murphy, Unrau. Nays: None. Motion carried. First reading recorded. 

After much discussion about chickens & manure quantities, motion by Heeren; second by Unrau to further 
revise the proposed amendment to the Ordinance No. 31 allowing up to 5 chickens to limit stored manure to 
no more than 1 cu ft. All ayes. Motion carried. Motion by Heeren; second by Unrau to approve first reading of 
amended Ordinance No. 31 to allow up to 5 female chickens. Roll call vote: Ayes: Heeren, Honkomp, Jones, 
Murphy, Unrau. Nays: None. Motion carried. First reading recorded.  

Motion by Unrau; second by Murphy to adopt the Ordinance No. 32 pertaining to destruction of weeds, 
grasses or other growth that sets an 8-inch limit. Roll call vote: Ayes: Heeren, Honkomp, Jones, Murphy, Unrau. 
Nays: None. Motion carried. First reading recorded.  
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After discussion, motion by Unrau; second by Murphy to further revise the proposed amended Ordinance 33 
pertaining to peddlers, solicitors & transient merchants by removing 4.04(1) & 4.04(3). All ayes. Motion 
carried. Motion by Unrau; second by Murphy to approve first reading of amended Ordinance No. 33. Roll call 
vote: Ayes: Heeren, Honkomp, Jones, Murphy, Unrau. Nays: None. First reading recorded.   

Motion by Murphy; second by Unrau to approve the revised mobile food vendor permit application in favor of 
simplification. All ayes. Motion carried. Some discussion on possible exceptions ensued; will clarify with 
Siouxland District Health. 

After Chief Harper spoke about the history to date regarding efforts for a new EMS building, he asked Council 
to agree to sign the contract with RML Architects that had been tabled since Sept 2021. Ben Eldridge explained 
that specific costs are needed so the dept can apply for additional grants. The Council will set a date for a 
special meeting to accomplish this after conferring with City Attorney Tisha Halverson. 

The Council did not set a date for public forum on narrow street parking restrictions until a new point person 
can be prepared after Chief Harper removed himself.  

Motion by Murphy; second by Heeren to not approve the $3,600 expense to share a stump grinder with 
Primghar stating that it wouldn’t be needed much once the 100 diseased ash trees are removed & that the 
City could hire that out instead. Ayes: Heeren, Honkomp, Murphy, Unrau. Nay: Jones. 

Motion by Murphy; second by Honkomp to approve the $56,539.05 quote to purchase 2 rotary blowers from 
EES that will be used in lagoon aeration update project from ARP funds that have an Oct 2024 deadline. All 
ayes. Motion carried. 

Motion by Murphy; second by Unrau to approve the purchase of MRES Smart Energy Squad education 
materials for 40 5th grade students at South O’Brien & Zion St. John at a cost of $16 each. All ayes. Motion 
carried. 

Due to conflicts of interest on the Airport committee due to AgState employment, Mayor Ebel Kruse removed 
Murphy & Jones & appointed Honkomp & Unrau. Mayor Ebel Kruse also noted the large TV screen donated 
from the CAPS program at the school is now in the Laue room. The CAPS program will start using the Laue 
room in the afternoons during the first semester of school later this month. Supt Top shared a list of tasks 
accomplished. Assistant Clerk Griggs noted that a mentor clerk from Rolfe was here helping today. 

Motion by Murphy; second by Heeren to adjourn meeting at 7:51 p.m. All ayes. Motion carried. 

_________________________________________ 

Brenda Ebel Kruse, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

_____________________________ 

Michelle Wilson, Deputy City Clerk  
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08/07/2023 CLAIMS REPORT 

VENDOR REF     AMT 

A & M LAUNDRY     TOWEL,MOPS,MATS      $103.44 

AFLAC       6/7 PREMIUMS  $209.65 

AGSTATE  2.4D  $85.35 

ALPHA WIRELESS COMM FCC LICENSE  $100.00 

AT&T MOBILITY      NET GEAR $199.45 

BLACK HILLS ENERGY JUNE BILLING       $87.34 

BUNKERS FEED & SUPPLY      SPRAYING $116.98 

CENEX  MAY FUEL    $2,762.82 

CENTURY BUSINESS LEASING   COPIER LEASE       $46.25 

CHEROKEE REG. MED. CENTER     PARA ASSIST      $175.00 

CITY OF PAULLINA  6/7 UTILITIES $2,528.18 

DIAMOND VOGEL   TRF PAINT     $482.95 

EFTPS     FED/FICA TAX   $2,377.29 

GRANVILLE AMBULANCE SERVICE   PARA ASSIST      $200.00 

IOWA INFORMATION INC         EMPLOY ADS    $330.42 

IPERS  PROTECT IPERS      $70.71 

LEXIPOL      FIRE TRAINING  $710.70 

MARCUS NEWS   141 7-5 MIN      $282.83 

METRO-BILLING SERVICES  CLAIMS $168.00 

MID AMERICAN ENERGY JUNE BILLING       $72.64 

NORTHWEST IA AREA SOLID WASTE GARBAGE  $2,458.24 

ONE OFFICE SOLUTIONS         OFFICE SUPPLIES $254.54 

OPG-3 INC   LASERFICHE $140.00 

PAULLINA BOYS LITTLE LEAGUE  COACH REIM      $3,500.00 

PAULLINA BUILDING CENTER    TORCH,SPRAYER    $109.12 

PAULLINA GIRLS LITTLE LEAGUE  COACHING  $3,500.00 

PAULLINA HARDWARE   SUPPLIES $440.72 

SWANSON SPORTS COMPLEX     MAINT AGRMT $6,000.00 
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PITNEY BOWES BANK INC          METER LEASE                       $364.40 

PRAIRIE MARKET                 CLEANERS                          $57.56 

SPIREWORKS                     WEBSITE            $843.00 

TCA JULY BILLING                      $376.49 

TOWN AND COUNTRY DISPOSAL      JUNE BILLING                      $5,980.25 

TRI-STATE READY MIX            CONCRETE                          $690.00 

TRIPLE S SERVICES              OUTHOUSE $250.00 

UNITED STATES POST OFFICE      POSTAGE $125.00 

VC3 INC.                       JULY BILLING                      $153.27 

VECTOR  DUES                       $1,722.75 

VERIZON WIRELESS               JULY BILLING                      $181.44 

CARD SERVICES                  TARGETS/SUPPLIES $270.17 

WELLMARK    AUG PREMIUMS                   $2,696.18 

THE WINDOW WASHER              WINDOWS                           $45.00 

ZUB'S SHOP                     TIRES $259.58 

  GENERAL FUND TOTAL $41,527.71 

      

JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL           SUPPLIES $161.67 

ZIEGLER INC.                   HOSE                              $47.18 

  ROAD USE TAX FUND TOTAL $208.85 

      

DEARBORN LIFE INS  INS                               $13.30 

  
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS FUND 
TOTAL $13.30 

      

BLACK HILLS ENERGY JUNE BILLING                      $35.26 

CITY OF PAULLINA               6/7 UTILITIES               $365.03 

SPARK'S LOCKSMITH LOCK $135.30 

  ISB CAP PROJ TOTAL $535.59 

      

BECK ENGINEERING               ENG SRVC $3,405.00 

  ARP GRANT TOTAL $3,405.00 
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ACCO                           ACCO BLEND70                      $2,665.80 

AT&T MOBILITY                  TABLET $13.76 

CENEX FLEET FUELING            MAY FUEL                          $182.40 

CENTURY BUSINESS LEASING       COPIER LEASE                      $46.25 

CITY OF PAULLINA               6/7 UTILITIES               $2,443.30 

DEARBORN LIFE INS   INS                               $13.30 

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      $185.28 

FOUNDATION ANALYTICAL LAB      TESTING                           $16.50 

IOWA DNR                       FEES $126.76 

IOWA ONE CALL                  LOCATING                          $7.50 

JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL           SUPPLY $182.18 

MID AMERICAN ENERGY            JUNE BILLING                      $489.43 

OPG-3 INC                      LASERFICHE         $140.00 

PAULLINA HARDWARE              SUPPLIES $99.30 

PRAIRIE MARKET                 EMPLOYEE FOOD                     $18.50 

SPIREWORKS                     WEBSITE               $844.00 

TCA JULY BILLING                      $37.89 

UNITED STATES POST OFFICE      POSTAGE $125.00 

USA BLUE BOOK                  HOSE                              $427.13 

VC3 INC.                       JULY BILLING                      $153.27 

VECTOR   DUES                       $1,722.75 

WELLMARK      CREDIT -$3,851.74 

  WATER UTILITY FUND TOTAL $6,088.56 

      

AT&T MOBILITY                  TABLET $13.76 

CENEX            FUEL                              $509.47 

CENTURY BUSINESS LEASING       COPIER LEASE                      $46.24 

CITY OF PAULLINA               6/7 UTILITIES               $3,320.18 

DEARBORN LIFE INS   INS                               $15.80 

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      $597.49 

FOUNDATION ANALYTICAL LAB      TESTING                           $611.50 
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IOWA DNR                       ANNUAL FEE                        $210.00 

IOWA ONE CALL                  LOCATING                          $7.50 

PRAIRIE MARKET                 EMPLOYEE FOOD                     $18.50 

SPIREWORKS                     WEBSITE             $844.00 

UNITED STATES POST OFFICE      POSTAGE $125.00 

VECTOR  DUES                       $1,722.75 

CARD SERVICES                  FRIDGE/REAGENTS                   $245.03 

WELLMARK        AUG PREM $770.31 

  SEWER UTILITY FUND TOTAL $9,057.53 

      

A & M LAUNDRY                  TOWELS,MATS,MOPS                  $93.38 

AT&T MOBILITY                  TABLET $13.75 

BLACK HILLS ENERGY JUNE BILLING                      $35.26 

BORDER STATES INDUSTRIES       PADMT TRANS SLING                 $254.68 

CENEX         MAY FUEL                          $281.17 

CENTURY BUSINESS LEASING       COPIER LEASE                      $46.24 

CITY OF PAULLINA               6/7 UTILITIES               $384.14 

DEARBORN LIFE INS   INS                               $29.10 

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      $1,528.14 

IOWA ONE CALL                  LOCATING                          $7.50 

JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL           SUPPLIES $395.96 
METERING & TECHNOLOGY 
SOLUTION EL SUPPLIES $2,596.84 

MISSOURI RIVER ENERGY SERVICES JUNE BILLING                      $42,087.67 

OPG-3 INC                      LASERFICHE           $140.00 

PAULLINA HARDWARE              SUPPLIES $733.83 

PRAIRIE MARKET                 EMPLOYEE FOOD                     $18.50 

RESCO                          SUPPLIES $7,294.08 

SPIREWORKS                     WEBSITE              $844.00 

TCA JULY BILLING                      $79.73 

UNITED STATES POST OFFICE      POSTAGE $125.00 

VC3 INC.                       JULY BILLING                      $153.27 

VECTOR   DUES                       $1,722.75 
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CARD SERVICES                  WASH BUCKET TRUCK                 $28.25 

WELLMARK       AUG PREMIUMS                   $2,696.18 

  ELECTRIC UTILITY FUND TOTAL $61,589.42 

      

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE TOTAL   $122,425.96 
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